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_ 'm the ‘Department inore fully with the atti- g
. the Assyrians, and to demonstrate that
ground for oanplamt against my country, Iam
yr oised yosterday, copies of letters addrassed in
the ‘Persian Delegation in Paris, to Doctor Weste
Gpmiuion, a,nd. to the New York TIMES,
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ceivedfs repetition of the first part of my Govern-
da ed the. 25th ult. of which I enclosed you the substande
I an, ‘therafore, sending you a more ’

Yours very sincerely,
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June 16th, 1919,

Daar Biri

I Yog to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the 11th inst.
which raadhed me on the 13th, and I am constrained to say at once, in the same
uwhoff4cia) manner, that the information furnished you does not represent the

ummn in 1ts trus light,

Bofore replying to your thx'ea questions, allow me to make a few
general romarke which, I hops, will dispel all misunderatanding. A

The Christian subjects of Persia, whother Nestorians or Armeni‘ans,
Bave always basn well treated by the Persian Govermnment; they have reason to
ba grateful for the consideration and protection extended to them; they have
avan snjoysd privilegss which Moslems did not possess, It 1s also well known
that from very anciont times the spirit of toleration of the Persians has al-
"lowed Christians and Jews to find within our borders a refuge against the per-

weoudion of forelgn powars,

The hardships to which you refer wore due to the peculiar circum-
atanges oraated by ths world conflagration, which spread into Persian territory
againat our will and by reason of the violation of our neutrality., Moreover the
loenos and wrongs inflicted upon the Persian people during the war were not con-
fined to tha Christian Commnity or to the districts of Urumieh and Salmas. It
may bo stated with truth that the plight of the Musulman population was a thousand
times worse and the area of destruction extended far and wide.

There 1s also.a tendency to forgat -that much of the trouble created
#nd the damage dona in Asorbaidjan was brought about by the Christians themaelves.
I¥ you will rafer to our memorandum of March {p.12), you will see that the Djelou
britesman, who are Christiane, followed the Russian troups out of Turkey into
Porsla, were armed by tho Russians and in spite of all ouwr protests remained on
in the Urumiah distriot after the Russian retreat with an increased equipment of

aannon and ammanition, . Thess wild and unbridled tribes abandoned themselves to all .

Mpde of aruslty and doprodation towards the Moslems whom they massacred by thous-
ande; the town of Urumieh was destroyed by them and much property was looted, Dis-
reparding the nsutrality of Parsia, these Djelous and other Christians in Persia
wore trainsd and armed by foraign officers and proved a formidable element of dis-
oord and unrest in Aurbudjn.n.

The responsibility for the harm dons to Persian subjects whether
Mos)mns or Christians, must be laid at the door of the Russians and the Turks who

violated our neutrality, and thus woakenad the hands of the GOverrment at Teheran,

pnmﬂu it from exeroiping sufficient authority in thoss far removed districts
to ocheak hvlulnnl and lafcguu'd the llvn md ‘nelonginel of its aubjectl.

As rogardn lmmincnuon. tho {Persian’ Government ‘have of courss the
sarnssl deaire of mitigating the sufferings ot the hundreds of thousands of their
"~ wubjeuts, Nonlams anmd Christians, who have baen reduced to misery during the war,
3¢ ds Tor ihis purposs that the Dalegation hare have Glaimed in their memoranda,
submitted Jong AEo 10 tha Paace OOntarama. ;apa.rnion for the losses sustained
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by Forais at tha hands of the belligerent powers, The havoc wrought is so
graat that the publis or private mesns of Persia do not allow of coping with

he edtvation,

Mow as regards the ropliss te your quastions, I would venture first
#f 2)) to point out that sny territorial claims formulated by us would not seem
e Lava axy comnsotion with the losses inflicted upon Persian subjects,
Duristiana or Mos)ams, within the liwite of the Persian empire., I will answer
gueations 1 and 3 by saying that if woe obtain satiefaction at the Conference,
Wha firat thought and most proseing duty of the Persian Government will be to
yapatriate, indemnify and assure the well-being of all its bona fide subjects,
harintiang a8 woll) as Moslems, who have been sorsly tried by the consequences
af Rosso~Purkish military opsrationfand aggressions in Persian territory.

. Sndesd the Parsian Goverpment has boen 80 eager to relieve the poor
of Urumlsh, that a subsaription has bLesn opensd in Tehran to which His Imperial
Mejerty the Hhab and the Ministers have contributed. »

The gusrantees to which you allude in question 3 are already.
provided in the Constitutional Laws of Porsia,wherein it is laid down that
#)) Farslane, irrespective of religion or race,ars equal before the law, The
Curjatiana ara, therafora, on ihe sawms footing with Moslems as regards civil
and pelitioal righis, the right to vote and to be elscted to Parliament, to sit
in provineisa) and munjoipal councile, etc. As stated before, in normal times - -
the Chgdatian wubjeets of Porsia have naver had reason to complain of the treat-
© ment meted out to them,

In ordar, howaver, to insure the future Bappiness and prosperity
_ of the Chrdstians 3a Persia, for whom you show concern, as well as to provide
Tor the gwogrese and welfurs of the Moslems, it is absolutely nacessary that
e ahack) s whioh have hitherto cramped the sfforts of the Persian Government
he yomoved by ihe Pasce Conference and full attention and satisfaction be
- granted 1o thelr just demands, They will thus be onabled to devote themselves
u\mt.::‘ro& and unafraid 1o the necessary reforms and to the development of the
nauntry, , : '

, Thie 30 our ehlef concarn, and it showld meet with the entire
-aympathy and support of the Amarioan Commission to Negotiate Psace,

£

Beliove we, doar iy,
 Yours iinc’araly,
_ . (sgd.) BUB:EI 1
Frofeesor W, L, Wastormann, ' w ): SELTALL

Amrican Comuisedon vo Negotiate Pasca,
4, place ds Ja Oonenrde, Farie,
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PERSIAN PEACE DELEGATION

July 26/19,
To the Editer of the Now York "Times”

NEW YQRK, U.8,4,
Daar Birs

Ja your isbue of June 29, 1919, s letter is published bearing the
sigatore of "Paul Hhimmon®, oontaining umwarranted attacks upon the Persian Govern-
ment for what is alleged to be Parsia's responsibility for the Urumiah troubles,

Toe aharges made aro #o obviously false and the misrepresentations contained in @ -
the srtiole »o alaring, that they contradict themselves even to the most superficial’
rasdor and would therafors need no answer on our part but for the importance which
rasdere in America and abroad justly attach to your valuable paper,

This vary faot also necessitates the issuance of a refutation on our
pars of the charges made by an individual who is 80 discredited by his own people
that he does not desarva the dignity of being noticed or challenged. That he does
not a% Al) reprasent the Assyrians in Porsia: or America and is by no means qualified
or agsospted to ba thelr spokemman s hans out by outspoken opposition to his
oapdidnoy before the convention of the Amexrican National Association of Assyrians
who asaanbled a few monthe ago to choose a_delegats to come to Paris to present
thelr oase to the Peace Conference, —

In fsot, as the American papers widely published the account of the
masLing the opposition culminated in chairs and tables being used as weapang, and
the oonflict assumed such seriousness that finally the police had to enter to
pravend fatal results, The Dapartment of State at Washington has on file formal
notices from the Assyrian associations in America disclaiming Paul Shimmon as
thelr spokesman, '

o

The arvicle charges the Government with baving "encouraged" the Persiam '

in the Provinoe of Aserbaidjan 1o take stops againat the Assyrians of Salmas and
Vrusiah, Mie is abuolutaly false. The Assyrians of Urumiah will themselves testify
10 the wpirdt of tolaration and benevolence always shown them by the GOvernment as
10nx #o the Bovernmant of Azerbvaidjan was fres to act. But the public should remember
W% for a mumber of years previcus to the world war and in the, teeth of repeated

“proteste of the Paratan Govarmant,- the armies of the Tsar stly occupied most

of Lhe distriate of Asorbatdjan and supported and held in offi%e notorious resction-
aries whose nindeeds wore caloulated to Justify the Russian occupation., This act
ot anly paralysed but prastically amnihilated the authority of the Persian Govern-
went In thoas parte, Then, when the war broke ont, and, at the request of the Allies,
Fersin dnolarsd her nsutrality and insisted upon the evacuation of her territory by
Fuseian troops, her just dewand was utterly rejected and ignored by Russia. This
furnisked Turkey the sxcuse to follow eult apd invade Persia with her armed forces
10 £1dhy the Rusalans, This state of things provoked a general confusion which not -
snly elindrated avery remaining vestige of Parsian autherity in Azerbaid jan but
mbjeotsd Lhe country to the dire conssquences of famine, massacre and ruin entailed
W the violation of Paretlan noutrality by the nsighbouring belligerents. Amongst the
=cin of Yoralgn aggression was the arming of the cﬁrrinian-‘pbpulation‘in the north-

*ebL wnd Lhs sitsoks made upon tha Moslems irhabitants - formerly in perfsct peace
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with theiy Ohrissian noighbours - for which foreign intrigue had paved the way.
Porsis 1odged snerpadic protosts agsinst all these acts of aggreasion with all
tha Ad)iad Powers, but no step was taken by the powers to effect the withdrawal
of forsign troope from Porsian territory and respect that country's neutrallty
and thus enabls the Parsian Government to check the terrible conflagration which
copb the lives of a vasl saction of the population and the loss of hundreds .

of Mi)lions in property,

¥ow to atiach any responsibility Vo the Persian Goverrment for Wroﬁgs
done in the oooupled mones would be oo ridiculous even to deserve notice were

31 not tpe arval to be ignored.

™ha wrongs swifered by Porsis are recognized even by Russiar who
wan at iha time the greatast author of Porsia's ruin. In fact, at the outset of
the war, when Porasia protested against the Russian occupation of the country and. ©
diso)aimed responeibility for all ensuing wrongs, Russia officially shouldered *
the respopadbility and promised to indemnify all those suffering losses from her
snvasion of Parais, This places the unfounded charges made by a so-called
aympathiser of Parsian Assyrians in their true light.

As to tha death of Marshimoon, the facts filed with the foreign
offices of tha Allied Governmenta prove ‘that Mar Shamoon was killed while
making an attagk upon the town of Salmas on which occasion mary thousands of
unarmed Mos)aema Jost thelr lives, He would have been epared had he not put
Binswdf at e head of an arped force on po neutral soil of Persia,

. An rogarde the troubles in Urumiah again there is a tendency %o

forgat Lhat tha hardehips sndured by Christiansand Moslems alike were due to the
shnormal conditione craatad by the Werld conflagration which spread into

Persia againet her will and by roason of the ¥iolation of her neutrallty; moreover
suoh of the harm dona was brought about§the Christians themselves, Djelou tribesmen,
who ars Ohristiane, followmd the Russiah $roops out of Turkey into Persia, were
armed by ihe Rusatans and in spite of the Persian Govermment's protests remained
on in the Urumish district after the Russian ratreat with an increased equipment

of pannon and ammnition, These wild and unbridled tibes abandoned themselves

LLE D xinda of arvelty and dapredation towards the Moslems whom they massacred by
thousanda; the town of Urumieh w=s dastroyed by them and much property was looted.
The murder of Monseignewr Soptag was much deplored by the Persian Government but it
is abanjutsly unfair to throw the avaw of rosponsidility for this ddeta¥tly

ant on Lham and guite untrus to say that any officer of the Pergian Gendarmerle
wap lmplicated in the assassination of tha Apostolic Delegate. ) '

As regarde the “additional tarritory® Porsia is alleged to have
a)atmad bufore the Peace Conference: to begin with the chief claims of Persla
conedsd in the indamnification of her paople for the damages suffered from the
tel )i erents whe sonverted the country into s theatre of war. She further claims
guarantess for Bar Judicial, asonomic and political independence which has suf-
fersd from injust foraiga attacks for over a century. The so-called Haddi tional
territory® gonstd tutes but » part of ths patrimony of Peraia which has been, on
arioue opoavions, wrested from her by foreign aggressors, Wnile the territorial
claiih are 311 Jost and are intended 10 restisre particular sections which are
capontinl and vitkdl to guaranily ibe country's independence in the light of the
14 principles, Perein Jeaves the entire matiar to the Justice of the Peace Con-
: ;;;nm snd wil) be willing to abide Yy avy disposition to be mads by that august
PoRY o ’
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e claims for indemnity referred to in the article are trus
pxcept In the ambunt which is far below the estimate which has hitherto
Lesh mads of the enorméus losses sustainsd by the country and people: Peraia
pourts » Cosmisaion 1o bo appointed by the Peace Conference to go to Persia,

t® inguire inte ¢he charges made concerning the Urumia matters and invitea an
anlimats to be made of the dovastation wrought by the war which made the country
the Bo)gium of Asia, It will then be found that the indemnity asked is no¥

only & minimw of losses surfersd but is essential for the reparation of reglons
whare hundrgds of thousande are howslass and reduced to dire indigence,

Americs which sent the Judsen relief mission to Persia knows the =
trwe facte about the great sufferings of the people in that country. We therefore:
bops and truat that the American public will not be misled by fzlse representations
of men guided by parsonal intersst and falee prejudice. Our confidence in the -
friendedkip of Amarica justifies the hops that American public opinion will not
only apedet tha juet claims of Porsia before the Peace Conference, but will make
$% fmpoasible for any furthar wrongs to be committed in the future against a
coumtry which wam tha cradle of the Aryan race and civilization,

Porsia aake nothing which has not been demanded by the United States
and supperied by all the Allled governments, on behalf of the small nations and
im the nsuse of & just and durable peace, 5

(S) Mirza Ali-Kuli Khan, N.D,




